
 
 

RAPPAHANNOCK-RAPIDAN FOOD POLICY COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes – November 16, 2017 

 
 
Members Present:    
Michelle Edwards  Chair and RRRC Liaison Member 
Clyde Firman   Consumption Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Kenner Love   Rappahannock County Representative 
Jessica Palmer   Farmland Preservation & Conservation Technical Adv. Member 
Rebecca Sheffield  Culpeper County Representative 
Susan Vidal   Madison County Representative 
 
Members Absent: 
Linda Blair   Orange County Representative  
Kirsten Dueck   Health Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Ray Pickering   Fauquier County Representative 
Taylor Richardson  Education Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Ken Smith   Production Sector Technical Advisory Member 
 
Vacant: 
Processing and Distribution Technical Advisory Member 
 
Guests: 
Kelly Machen   Town of Warrenton 
Michael Sands   Rappahannock County Farmer 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order by Michelle Edwards, Chair, and introductions were made. Ms. 
Edwards noted that a quorum was present. 
 
Farmer-Chef Event Follow-up 
Jessica Palmer, Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) 
In coordination with the Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission (RRRC), Jessica Palmer, 
PEC’s Buy Fresh – Buy Local Coordinator, hosted a farmer-chef networking event at the Copper 
Fish restaurant in Culpeper on November 6th.  The event provided an opportunity for local food 
buyers and sellers to meet and interact in a low-key social setting.  French Price with Market 
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Maker, a national online database of food buyers and sellers, kicked off the evening with a brief 
presentation (foodmarketmaker.com). 
 
Ms. Palmer noted that fifty people signed up and she had to close registration a week after 
registration opened, waitlisting eight people.  However, only twenty sellers and eight buyers 
attended.  Most of the no-shows were sellers.  The attendees represented a wide range of buyers, 
including wholesalers, chefs, public schools, and a private school, as well as a good diversity of 
farmers. 
 
Feedback from attendees has been positive overall.  Chefs made good contacts and liked learning 
about Market Maker.  In addition to making contacts, farmers stated the event gave them the 
opportunity to talk about their products, which was good practice. Clyde Firman noted that 
discussions with Mr. Gilley of Heaven’s Hollow Farm at the event resulted in a supply contract 
with Woodberry Forest School.  
 
The event was funded in part by RRRC’s Farmers Market Promotion Program Grant from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Two more events will be held during the next two years of the 
three-year grant project, with the size and complexity of the events growing each year.  The 2018 
event will be modeled on Luray’s successful Farm2Fork Affair.  Each seller will have a table 
with samples and/or informational materials for buyers to visit.  Ms. Edwards stated that RRRC 
and PEC plan to charge vendors a nominal fee, such as $10, to dissuade no-shows in the future. 
 
Michael Sands stated he participated in an Acadia event in Washington D.C. that presorted those 
that signed up, and gave attendees individualized lists of the best people to talk to.  Ms. Palmer 
responded that she helped Acadia with their event, and developed similar presorted lists for 
PEC’s event.  Ms. Edwards stated that they are considering holding a pre-event primer for sellers 
a month or two in advance of next year’s buyer-seller event.  Besides providing information on 
working with buyers and how to prepare for the event, the brief workshop may also work to calm 
farmers’ anxiety and decrease no-shows.  Ms. Sheffield and several other members agreed that it 
was a good plan. 
 
Regional Food Marketing Update 
Michelle Edwards, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission (RRRC) 
Ms. Edwards provided an update on the Purely Piedmont campaign to market the region’s 
locally grown food and beverages.  RRRC launched the Purely Piedmont label program earlier 
this month.  Consumer and Producer Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) sheets for the program 
were provided to attendees (see attached). 
 
The label covers food and beverages grown within the RRRC’s five-county region, with the 
option to later expand to the larger food system as defined by the 2015 Farm and Food Plan.  
Participation in the program is free.  In order to receive the labels and digital version of the logo 
for use in marketing, producers must submit a license agreement available on the new 
purelypiedmont.com website. 
 
Ms. Edwards provided a tour of the website, which also contains the FAQ sheets and links to 
program partners and events.  Ms. Edwards asked Kelly Machen to review the information on 

https://foodmarketmaker.com/
http://www.purelypiedmont.com/
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the Warrenton Farmers Market for accuracy, to which Ms. Machen replied that she has done so 
and the information is correct. 
 
Ms. Edwards noted that only one farmer had signed up for the label program thus far, although 
several had expressed interest in doing so.  A news release was provided to area media on 
November 13th, and an announcement was also sent to the Council’s email distribution list.  
Cooperative extension agents, Culpeper Renaissance, PEC, and farmers markets in the region 
were targeted with a separate request to help spread the word.  Ms. Machen stated she would be 
happy to share the information at the upcoming meeting for the market’s vendors.  Ms. Sheffield 
also agreed to share the information at the regional cottage foods workshop she is holding in 
March. 
 
Farm-to-School Planning Meeting 
Michelle Edwards, RRRC 
Ms. Edwards sought feedback from the council on a potential farm-to-school meeting to discuss 
needs, challenges and potential solutions with the region’s school food services staff.  The idea 
arose from a conversation with Amanda Grove, Rappahannock County Schools and Natalie 
Ortiz, Fauquier County Schools.  Possible outcomes could be a regional farm-to-school grant to 
purchase equipment or conduct outreach, or recommended changes to school procurement 
policies for example.  The meeting would occur in winter 2018. 
 
Attendees were unanimously in favor of such meeting.  Ms Sheffield and Ms. Palmer suggested 
that equipment might be a good focus to start, since it is a limiting factor for most schools in the 
region.  Ms. Sheffield added she would also be interested in discussing a possible farm-to-school 
connection with the George Washington Carver Food Enterprise Center once it is up and 
running. Kenner Love recommended asking Andrea Early from Harrisonburg Schools to speak 
to the group about her successful program.  Attendees agreed simply getting the school 
representatives around the table for an open discussion a significant step.  Mr. Sands suggested 
that it could become a quarterly meeting.   
 
Council Member Vacancies 
Ms. Edwards revisited the issue of filling the vacant Processing and Distribution Technical 
Advisory Member seat on the Council.  She received no response from the Council’s first choice, 
Alan and Kim Clark of Thornton River Orchard, despite sending a letter and multiple phone 
calls.  Ms. Edwards asked Council members if the remaining nominees the Council previously 
agreed to are still relevant or if members have any revisions.  Members agreed to remove Molly 
and Mike Peterson of Heritage Hollow Farms and Clair and Neville Turner of Virginia Chutney 
from the list due to the nominees’ potential time constraints.  Members voted to instead add 
Karen and Jimmy Rider of Riders Backfield Beef.  Members could not agree whether the Riders 
or Weavers of Papa Weaver Pork should be the top choice, but instead left it to Ms. Edwards’ 
discretion. 
 
Ms. Edwards stated that Taylor Richardson of Fauquier County Schools is currently the 
Education Sector Technical Advisory member, but has only attended one meeting since she 
accepted the appointment in July 2016.  Therefore, the seat must be refilled.  Following 
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discussion, the Council voted to offer the appointment to Amanda Grove, Rappahannock County 
Schools Nutrition Director.  
 
Future Meeting Scheduling and Agenda Development  
After discussion, Ms. Edwards stated that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 18, 
2018, at 6:30 pm in RRRC’s conference room.  Food Policy Council meeting materials will be 
available on RRRC’s food system webpage at www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html. 
 
Additionally, Ms. Sheffield announced that she will be holding a cottage food workshop, “How 
to Start a Homebased Food Business,” on March 13, 1:00-4:30pm at the Carver school.  The 
snow date is March 20th.  Future workshops may include commercial fermentation and home 
slaughtering of poultry. 

http://www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html
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